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Bethel Designs Traditions to Strengthen Families

OUR MISSION

Realize God's vision of a

restored society by
empowering individuals,
strengthening families, and
building neighborhvods
through community-driven
solution-oriented. and

value centered approaches.
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INTERGENERATIONAL ACTIVITIES BUILD SHARED EXPERIENCES

A mother of three working late nights at White
Castle, a grandfather taking his grandchildren
to visit their mother in prison every Saturday--
too many families in our community are facing
challenging daily routines. At Bethel, we are
working to strengthen families living on
Chicago’s West Side by creating positive
traditions. By designing social activities that
increase intergenerational friendships, we are
rebuilding family ties in our community.

Family and Friends Day

From playing chess and checkers with
grandchildren to enjoying live music with adult
children, Bethel’s October Family and Friends
Day was such a good time that it lasted two
hours longer than scheduled. For this regularly
scheduled event, Bethel’s main campus is transformed into a safe space for intergenerational activities
between our senior citizen residents, their families, and community members who love them.

Family and Friends Days provide safe spaces for organized
intergenerational activities.

Seniors to (High School) Seniors

At Bethel’s Seniors to Seniors program in Garfield Park, senior citizen residents discuss character traits
they would like to see in younger generations. Then they meet with graduating seniors at Al Raby High
School and youth at Bethel’s after-school mentoring program to discuss their ideas — and have some
fun, too, while they are together. Recently, students helped elders organize their old photographs and
make scrapbooks. To cap off a wonderful October, everyone came in costume to an intergenerational
Halloween party.

All Ages Weigh in on Our Environment

Bethel hosted a series of lively intergenerational discussions on climate change, food choices, and green
building, as a result of a unique partnership with The Field Museum. Elders shared their memories
about gardening and cooking. Youth voiced their concerns about their community’s environmental
conditions and recreational spaces. One of the conversations took an interesting turn, with everyone
voicing questions about Chicago’s weather patterns this year. Elders shared memories of the largest
natural disasters they remember.




Meet Bethel’s Third President and CEO

It is not everyday that a clinical psychologist who is also an
experienced businesswoman feels a calling to serve on
Chicago’s West Side. This is exactly who God provided to lead
Bethel New Life as its third President and CEO. On May 16,
2011, we welcomed Lori Vallelunga, Ph.D. to the Bethel family.
Dr. Vallelunga was selected by unanimous vote of the Board of
Directors from a national, competitive pool of candidates.

Bethel New Life President and CEO Dr. Lori Vallelunga, SmartSavers
graduate Rhonda Pruitt, and Bethel Board member Ka'anaeli Makundi
[ Left to right at the 2011 SmartSavers graduation].

“Dr. Lori,” as she has affectionately come to be known, began
her 16-year career as a clinical psychologist in Chicago’s
Humboldt Park community, which is located three miles from
Bethel’s main campus.

Most recently, she served as Senior Vice President of Strategic
Development at The Hope Institute for Children and Families.
She was responsible for the development, implementation,
management, and evaluation of programs to deliver
educational, residential, and health services to 29,000
children with multiple developmental disabilities across
INinois. She expanded the organization’s statewide autism
centers from three to twelve and was a leader in opening new
educational facilities on Chicago’s South and Near West Sides.

Psychology is an essential component of Dr. Vallelunga’s
leadership style, and complements her business experience.
For Dr. Vallelunga, psychology means helping people
overcome adversity to reach their potential. This philosophy
shapes her as she leads Bethel’s staff, Board of Directors, and
participants to achieve remarkable things.

For more information about what Bethel is up to, please visit us online at
www.bethelnewlife.org or follow us on Facebook @Bethel New Life.

SmartSavers Invest in Their Futures

From opening a home repair business to purchasing property
for the first time, 330 graduates of Bethel’s SmartSavers
program demonstrated that they are ready to invest in them-
selves and their community. Participants were challenged to
save $2,000 of their personal income to buy a home, invest in
higher education, or start a business. Once they reached that
savings goal and completed an intensive financial education
course, Bethel matched their savings with $4,000 and
equipped them to use the savings for the intended purpose.

Collectively, SmartSavers participants have invested $1.4 million in
higher education, entrepreneurship, and home ownership.

"Coming to the SmartSavers program was the best decision of
my life," said graduate Fatima Ward-Johnson, a married
mother of five who used her savings to open a jewelry
business. "It not only opened doors for my family, but it
reminded me that all things are possible with God.”

Coming to the SmartSavers program was the
best decision of my life.

Fatima Ward-Johnson
SmartSavers graduate

Graduate Yvonne Walker, who has been a resident of the
Austin neighborhood for more than 30 years, is using her
savings to purchase her first home. "I have three
granddaughters,” Walker said. "We have always lived in
apartments, and I wanted them to experience a home with a
backyard and a flower garden. The program was good because
it was in the neighborhood and it was easy to get there."

We thank Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services’ Assets for
Independence program for making SmartSavers possible and
opening the door for $1.4 million of investments in our
community.




Remembering Rev. Jonathan Nelson

Rev. Jonathan Clarence Nelson was a
leader in social justice and peace efforts
and a great friend to the Bethel New Life
family. He worked for justice and care
for the homeless, gay and lesbian rights,
disabled concerns, Native American
fishing rights, and nuclear disarmament.
He followed his words with action,
including multiple jail sentences for
non-violent civil disobedience.

One of his passions was working with incarcerated men in state
penitentiaries in Montana and Washington, which he faithfully
visited every week for 45 years. He laughed with gusto, loved life,
people, singing, hummingbirds, and all of nature.

He leaves behind a score of beloved friends among prisoners and
fellow prison volunteers. He is survived by his wife Junice, thirteen
children, thirty grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, three
sisters, including Bethel’s first President and CEO Mary Nelson, and
a very old, crabby, snaggle-toothed dog, Dobie.

Bethel New Life is honored to carry on his legacy and life’s work
through the gifts we received in his memory.

THANKS TO ALL OUR DONORS

We are so grateful to those that supported Bethel by donating January 1,
2011 through September 30, 2011. Want to donate? Give online at
www.bethelnewlife.org, send a check to Bethel New Life, 4950 W.
Thomas St., Chicago, IL 60651, or contact Sara Spoonheim for more
options at (773) 473-7870 x 146 or sspoonheim@bethelnewlife.org.

*Bethel New Life staff

INDIVIDUALS 81,000 AND ABOVE

Dale & Jacquelyn Bruckner, Jimmie Alford & Maree Bullock,

Dr. John Galik & Dr. Lori Vallelunga®, Dorothy Greiner, Jack & Lana
Grodoski, Estate of William A. Hamilton, Rev. Dr. Sherman Hicks,
Michael & Lindy Keiser, Charles & Mary Liebman, Bruce Martin, Philip &
Jeannine May, Richard & Beverly Moody, Ronald Kok-Alblas &
Kim Morton, Mary Nelson, Paul & Barbara Rimington, Gordon & Karen
Souden, Sara Spoonheim*, Kathryn Vandermolen.

INDIVIDUALS 8$250-8999

Kimberly Adams, Carole & William Bates, Jennifer Hollis & George Bevis,
Irvin & Tasha Brown, Daniel Cooper, Joanne Cowart*, Al & Fran
Domanskis, Oscar & Karen Edmond®, Diane & Bruce Erickson, Terra &
Chad Fuller, Vilia Dedinas & Chris Gair, Richard & Gloria Green, Renee
Grogg, Carole & Philip Hildebrandt, Janice K. Jackson, Adolph & Laverne
Johnson, Bill & Kathy Kastilahn, Ruth Kingsley, Rev. Sarah Garcia Knotts
& Toby Knotts, Gerald & Karen Kolschowsky, Wes & Carolyn Kott, Jean
Liang & Carl Stafstrom, Rep. Camille Lilly, Joseph & Marica Liss, Judith &
Glen Louthan, Jackson & Kaanaeli Makundi, Jewel Mandeville, Ann
McKenzie, Stephanie Micek, Roberta & Herb Nechin, Junice Nelson, John
H. Pelusi Jr., Arnold Pritsker, Graham & Ruth Rogeness, Marilyn &
Edward Thompson, Truman & Erin Tolefree, Lani Willis & Joel
Spoonheim, Valora Starr, Mr. & Mrs. Mike Van Konynenburg, Mildred
Wiley®, Rev. Ruth Van Demark & Lee Wilkinson, Lawrence Wilson*.

INDIVIDUALS UNDER §250

Anonymous, Paul & Jane Abramchik, Stacy Adams*®, Bruce & Sara
Anderson, Delbert & Betty Anderson, Jim & Diane Anderson, Vincent P.
Anderson, Martin & Charlotte Argall, George & Ruth Ashman, Bessie
Austin®*, Nancy Austin*, Ron & Lois Barliant, Eunice Barnes*, Rev. Dennis
& Lois Beach, Willie Beamon*, Deondre Bedgood, Diana Bell*, Arthur
Benzel, Wayne Luepker & Doreen Berger, Ruth Blackmon*, Virginia Blank,
Susan Bloecks, Mary Bradley*, Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey M. Bramson, Marilyn
Breiding, Jacquelyn Brolsma, Kay Broughton, Diane Brown®, Gloria
Brown*, Josephine Brown*, Cheryl Bryson, Valerie Buchannon*, Elizabeth
& Jason Bulthuis, Margaret Burks®, Kathleen & Frederick Burling, Norma
Jean Capranica, Cornelia Cardine*, Louise A. Carlson, Roger Carter,
William & Virginia Cassin, Rev. & Mrs. Owen Christianson, Gwen A.
Chyles-Ozoe, Dorothy Clay*, Lillian Ortiz-Coleman & Robert Coleman,
Rosemary Collins, Betty Cooksey®, Eric Courts, Ray & Ellen Cox, Thelma
Werner Crane, Donald & Mary Ann Cronauer, Loria Curtis*, Gloria
Davenport*, Congressman Danny Davis, Kara Davis, Major Davis, Zenaida
Deguzman, Terry & Mary Lee Denley, Lionette Dennis®, Lisa Dixon, Joan
R. Donnelley, Peggy Donnelley, Joanne Duebner, Pierre Dunagan®, Mae
Dunbar*, Lillie Ellis*, John & Charlotte Engstrom, Reuben Erickson,
Patricia Finley*, Linda Fisher®, Rich Foreman, Lynn Frederick, Ralph &
Anne Ganzer, Rev. Barbara Gazzolo, Paul Goins, David Graupner, Jannie
Green*, Diane Griffin, Robert & Kimberlee Grisham, Diana Haggard*, A.D.
Hall, Deborah Hardaway, Shacary Harmon*, Eva Harrington®, Lorean
Harris, Rachel Harter, Bettye Helton®, Bessie Henry*, Gwendolyn High*,
Daniel & Dorothy Hildebrandt, Thaddies Holloway, Mr. & Mrs. David
Holm, Vera Holman*, W. Thomas Holmes, Dorothy L. Houston, Robert &
Susan Harvey Houston, Tomeka Hunter, Roth Igoe, Louvenia Ingram,
Fannie Jakes*, Juanita Johnson*, Pauline Johnson*, Willie Johnson®,
Deora Jones*, Cont. on reverse



Cont...

Emmanuel Jones, Ethel Jordan*, Melissa Kelsey*, Dorothy Kirkwood*,
Bonnie Kohl, Barbara Krig, Marie & Roy Kruse, Joanna K. Kuehn, Olivia
Jackson & Philip Lamb, Rev. Rodney & Billie Lara, Jaquie & Bill Leavy,
John M. Lewis, Wanda & Clinton Lewis, Sandy Lewis-Kadiri, Edward Liss,
Juvelle Louie, Ella Louisville*, Joe & Kathleen Madden, Patrick & Patricia
Madison, Marissa Manos, Shirley Maxon*, Paul Zelle & Kimberly
May-Zelle, Aldine McAtee*, Francis McCarthy, Joseph McCord, Refonica
McGowan, Jennifer McInerney, Mary Beth McIntosh, Elizabeth McKay,
Cynthia McNeil*, Clair McTaggart, Jackie Milner*, Annette Minor*,
Genevieve Mitchum, Ald. Emma Mitts, C.J. & Lily Mogen, Brenda Cox
Moore, Diane Moore®, Laurena Moore*, Mary & James Morgan, Ernie &
Janette Muller, Herbert Nelson, Ladonna Nelson*, Rev. Norman Nelson,
Sarah & Mark Nelson, Pearlie Nixon*, Gilbert & Judith Novak, David
O’Brien, Matt O’Brien, Donald & Mary O’Hara, Joan & David Olson, Alan
& Connie Overland, Sonja Overton*, Carol & Richard Peck, Beverly
Perkins*, Halcyon Person*, Rev. Arnold O. Pierson, Nat & Summer
Piggee, Barbara Pittman®, Luther Poole*, Joan & Robert Pope, Cassandra
Presswood*, Hazel Price*, Dr. Deborah Puntenney, Rev. Ralph W. Quere,
Roberta J. Rhymes, Elsie Richardson*, Joyce Richmond*®, James Riddle*,
McLouis & Harriette Robinet, Dr. Jacqueline Robinson, Andrea Raila &
Michael Rohrbeck, Greta O. Rusk, Owen & Janice Sammelson, Judith A.
Samuelian, Tanya Sanders, Henrietta Saunders, Diane & Craig Schmidt,
Ralph & Donna Schuler, James Schwartz, Blake Sercye, Clotelle Sewell,
Hanna Sewell®, Rhoda Sharpee*, Sherry Sherman*®, Barbara Sims*, Lynn
I. Sivertsen, Brenda K. Smith, Drs. Marjorie & Myron Smith, Edward H.
Smith, Lakeesha Smith*, Rep. Derrick Smith, Sherlyn Smith, Shirley
Smith*®, Kara Sokol, Rev. Jay & Isa Spoonheim, Eric & Talmage Steele,
Lem Stephany, Mrs. & Mr. Margarethe Strosnik, John & Sandra Stumme,
Ycilla Suttle*, Wesley & Sonja Swanson, David & Jeanne Swenson, Conrad
& Georgia Terry, Wilbert & Marjorie Thiel, Carrie Thompson*, Marcia
Turner, Rosie Turner, Margaret VanVleet, Kelley C. Veal, David Grote &
Judith Vioski, Diane Wagner, D. Joseph & Susan Walton, Krista M.
Wanko, Lerhonda Ward®, Kimberly Washington*, Rev. Maxine M.
Washington, Mike & Gail Watson, Stephanie Weathers*, Dr. Leslie &
Jeannine Weber, Wilma West®, Mr. & Mrs. Lenard & Cheryl Wiatr,
Annette Williams*®, Joseph Williams, Shanna Williams*, Shannon
Williams*, Doris Wilson*, Sarah Woods®, Barbara Wright, Fabian Young,
Nancy Youngdahl.

CONGREGATIONS

Bethel Lutheran Church, Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Elmhurst, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, First English
Lutheran Church in Tyler, Minnesota, Fourth Presbyterian Church,
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Metropolitan Chicago Synod, New
Birth Christian Center, New Evangelical Bible Church, Park Ridge
Community Church, Peace Lutheran Church in New Lenox, Pleasant
Ridge M.B. Church Nurses’ Unit, Resurrection Lutheran Church,
St. James Lutheran Church in Lake Forest, Wicker Park Lutheran Church,
Zion Lutheran Church in Elgin.

2010 GALA SPONSORS

Mitchell & Titus, The Private Bank, Walmart, US Bank, Mesa West
Capital, Walton Street Capital, JP Morgan Chase Bank, Advocate
Healthcare, The Alford Group, Bank of America Merri | Lynch, Boodell &
Domanskis LLC, Community Bank of Oak Park Rive Forest, Draper &
Kramer, Emcor Services, Holsten Management Corp. HSR Property
Services LLC, John Clifford, Net-Telligence Group nc., PNC Real Estate,
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher, Flom LLP, .A Cummings Jr. Co.,
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

FOUNDATIONS & CORPORATIONS 810,000 +

Advocate Charitable Foundation, Bank o America, Boothroyd
Foundation, Chicago Community Trust, JP Morgan hase Foundation,
Retirement Research Foundation, Walter S. Mander oundation.

FOUNDATIONS & CORPORATIONS DER $10,000

Andy’s Deli, Austin Bank of Chicago, Austin hamber of Commerce,
Austin Weekly News, Bethesda Manor West, Brooks B others Services,
Chicago Commons, Chicago VNA, Cole Taylor Bank, ComEd, Community
Bank of Oak Park River Forest, DDJ Vending, Diemasters Manufacturing,
Diversey Ignition, Evergreen Realty, Flinn Consultants PSP, Gordon Food
Service, Greater West Town Community Development, Haran &
Associates, HomeBound Healthcare, Illinois Tool Works Foundation,
Inspiration Café, Interstate Electronics, Kittleman & Associates, Laner,
Muchin, Dombrow, Becker, Levin & Tominberg Ltd., Lawyers
Lend-a-Hand to Youth, Leo Burnett Company Charitable Foundation,
Local Initiatives Support Corp (LISC), MacArthur’s Restaurant, Mario’s
Butcher Shop & Food Center, Northern Trust Matching Gifts, Prairie
Management Corp., Prime Critical Homecare, Protiviti,
Rosens-Morseview Pharmacy, Securitas Security Services, SEIU
Healthcare Illinois, Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education,
SMT Architects, State Bank of India, Sysco Chicago, T.A. Cummings Jr.
Co., The Anderson Family Foundation, The Brickman Group, The Carpet
Group, Therapy Providers of Tinley Park, Ltd., Three Brothers Food Mart,
Thriven Financial for Lutherans, United Insurance, United Way of
Greater Richmond & Petersburg, Vedder Price P.C., Weed & Seed,
Westside echanical LLC, Youth Network Council.



